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Dear Praying Friends,

August 29, 2022

Eleven years ago, the Philippines became my world of ministry. Though I hadn't anticipated that the
Lord would send me there, I came to love the Filipino people and invested much time in relationships,
cultural adaptation and language study over the years. When COVID hit and the world was turned
upside down, life in the Philippines went online. Through the challenges of these last two years, the
Lord also gave blessings, one of which was the expansion of online ministry to include personal contact
with more students throughout Asia, many of whom may not have been able to travel to Manila for
training. Now, due to the challenges of re-entry into the Philippines, the Lord is once again expanding
my world of ministry, this time to an area beyond Asia.
In my last prayer letter, I shared that though it was impossible to know what the rest of this year would
bring, the Lord was teaching me that He was the One directing my steps. I had been praying that the
Lord would open the door for me to return to the Philippines in July in time for the new BJMBC school
year which would finally be able to be in-person again. I watched and prayed as July came and went,
and yet there was no change in the immigration requirements, and the door to the Philippines remained
closed for me.
My original plan if I couldn’t get back into the Philippines, was to take a furlough and visit the remainder
of my supporting churches. However, earlier this month, the GFA leadership approached me and asked
me to prayerfully consider postponing my furlough for a few months to take a short-term assignment in
South Africa instead. Initially it was a big shock to me to consider going from Asia to Africa—another
continent, another culture, another language. But as I have prayed and sought counsel from my pastor,
mission board and the leadership at BJMBC, the Lord has given confirmation that this is His direction
for me.
Tony and Cathy Payne are missionaries in the Cape Town area
of South Africa and are in need of help in their church particularly
in the area of music as well as in their ladies ministries. Currently
there are no immigration requirements to enter South Africa for
up to 90 days, so, Lord willing, I will be serving there from
September 13 until December 9. I would appreciate prayer that
the Lord would give me His love for these people, and a quick
adjustment to their world and culture. Please also pray for the
Lord's blessing on a multi-church ladies retreat that will take
place there on September 23-24.
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Meanwhile, ministry in the Philippines continues. Though the new President tightened some of the
COVID requirements, schools and churches are still permitted to meet in-person. BJMBC is offering inperson classes, online classes and some classes that are a hybrid of both this semester. I have been
assisting in co-teaching the Women of the NT class, which is a hybrid class. It has been a joy to
connect with about 10 students online and about that many more who are meeting together in-person
at the BJMBC building. It is a great blessing how the Lord has provided the technology for this kind of
interaction. Most of the music classes are in-person only, so a co-worker is handling my composition
classes this semester, though I am still assisting in editing student pieces for a new choral book that will
be released later this fall. Please pray for the Lord's continued blessings on BJMBC as they make this
transition to in-person classes again and as they train laborers to go into all the world with the gospel.
Living Faith Christian Baptist Church had the exciting privilege of sending out one of their families as
missionaries to the island of Mindanao this summer. Please keep Pastor Blu and Cha Bagaipo in your
prayers as they follow the Lord to their new world of ministry. LFCBC also had a special celebration for
Pastor Vince’s 50th birthday in July, honoring him for more than 20 years of faithful service at LFCBC.
Please continue to uphold this church in your prayers as they seek to reach their world with the gospel.
I am looking forward to introducing them to life and ministry in South Africa through my experiences
there. Please pray that the Lord would call more of the young people to serve Him in full-time ministry.
It is still my desire to return to the Philippines if the Lord would open that door. Please pray with me that
the immigration requirements would be lifted and that the Lord would allow me to return in His time.
Thank you again for your prayers! May the Lord bless you as you also reach your world for Christ!

In Christ,
Sara Morris

